FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD

The foregoing critical discussion was first de-
livered at one of our Wednesday meetings in
Freud's home in December 1927. He was in
complete agreement with me about my condemna-
tion of methodological evasions and said: " Those
critics who limit their studies to methodological
investigations remind me of people who are always
polishing their glasses instead of putting them on
and seeing with them.53

However, Freud rejected my pessimistic outlook.
Although he admitted that his more favourable
prophecy did not apply to the immediate future,
he said that " in the long run " he had faith in the
critical and intellectual capabilities of man. He
thought these would not fail to fulfil themselves. In
the discussion he also conceded that there were
useful illusions which advanced civilization ; he
granted that in the past religion had been valuable
as a force for education and progress ; but he
believed that now it had become a brake upon the
progress of civilization and must be cast aside. After
the meeting he said smilingly to me: " You are not
at all the sceptic you think you are. I should call
you a positivist, because you are so thoroughly
convinced that man will not progress."
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